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MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

1950-51. 

THE  MAYOR,  Mr.  COUNCILLOR  W.  BROWNBILL, 
M.P.S.,  J.P.  (ex-officio). 

Chairman : 

* ALDERMAN  A.  WADE. 

Vice-Chairman : 

* ALDERMAN  J.  S.  HARGREAVES. 

ALDERMAN  H.  JOHNSON. 

„ R.  LANCASTER. 

♦COUNCILLOR  J.  E.  K.  BARNES. 

„ F.  CAREFOOT. 

* ,,  W.  HOWSON. 
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♦ „ J.  R.  SHARPLES. 

„ G.  WALKER. 

„ W.  H.  WALLER. 

„ F.  WILKINSON. 

„ C.  WILSON. 

♦Members  of  tlie  Health  Sub-Committee. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  AND  CLEANSING 
DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

REGINALD  C.  WEBSTER,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
(Full-time  Officer) : 

JOHN  A.  HINDLE,  Cert. R. San. I.,  M.Iust.P.C. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 

(Full-time  Officer) : 

FRANK  KENNIFORD,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Full-time  Officers) : 
WILLIAM  J.  WOLSTENHOLME,  M.R.San.I. 
KEITH  FODEN,  M.R.San.I. 

HARRY  HOULDSWORTH,  M.R.San.I. 

(Resigned  31st  January,  I960). 

Infectious  Diseases  Officer,  etc. : 

HUBERT  MULHALL. 

Senior  Foreman : 

ERNEST  LIVESEY. 

CLERICAL  STAFF: 

Public  Health  Offices : 

JOHN  WALMSLEY. 

Miss  D.  BURNS. 

GORDON  ECCLES 

Cleansing  Depot : 

WALTER  OGDEN. 

Refuse  Disposal  Works: 

Robert  McConnell. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Accrington. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Accrington. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1950. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  chance  of  contracting  tuberculosis 
was  rather  less  than  1 in  1,000,  and  of  death  from  this  disease 
under  1 in  3,000  for  the  year  under  review.  The  three  groups  of 
conditions  whose  incidence  is  mainly  in  the  later  years  of  life — 
heart  disease,  cancer  and  cerebral  haemorrhage — are  the  most 
common  causes  of  death.  Tuberculosis  has,  however,  an  import- 
ance out  of  proportion  to  the  actual  number  of  cases  since  it  is 
mainly  a disease  of  youth  and  early  middle  age,  it  is  infectious, 
and  it  is  often  preventable. 

Infant  mortality  shows  a welcome  improvement  on  last 
year;  one  of  the  22  infant  deaths  was  due  to  gastro-enteritis,  13 
were  due  to  prematurity  or  to  congenital  abnormalities,  5 to 
broncho-pneumonia.  One  notes  with  regret  that  3 babies  died 
from  accidental  asphyxia.  There  is,  therefore,  still  room  for  further 
improvement. 

Deaths  exceeded  births;  not  only  does  this  tend  to  produce 
an  absolute  decline  in  population,  but  it  also  tends  to  raise  the 
proportion  of  older  persons  in  the  community.  This  will  have  far- 
reaching  effects,  and  raise  many  social  problems  of  formidable 
difficulty  in  the  not  remote  future. 
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Measles  continued  to  be  v\.r\  prevalent,  and  there  was  a 
sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough,  it  can  be 
categorically  stated  that  no  proved  method  of  preventing  whooping 
cough  is  at  present  available,  although  official  trials  are  being 
carried  out  in  a few  selected  areas.  Parents  often  ask  about  this, 
but  at  the  moment  no  method  can  be  recommended.  There  is  a 
method  of  inoculation  to  prevent  measles,  but  the  protection  lasts 
a very  short  time,  and  has  certain  disadvantages,  which  make  it 
rather  of  theoretical  than  practical  interest.  Fortunately  this 
disease  has  somewhat  unexpectedly  become  milder  in  recent  years. 

An  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  occurred  in  a day  nursery; 
this  was  troublesome,  but  not  dangerous.  A policy  of  rigid 
exclusion  of  all  suspects  brought  it  under  control.  Thanks  are  due 
to  the  Pathological  and  Laboratory  staff  at  the  Blackburn  Royal 
Infirmary  for  carrying  out  the  many  bacteriological  tests  required. 
Other  infections  showed  low  incidence  and  the  complete  absence 
of  diphtheria  was  very  satisfactory. 

I have  much  appreciated  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  Hindle, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  his  staff  throughout  the  year,  and 
the  close  interest  in  all  Health  matters  shown  by  Members  of  the 
Authority. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


REGINALD  C.  WEBSTER. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Ambulances 
Home  Nursing 
Home  Helps 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare 
School  Medical  Service 
Tuberculosis  (Home  Visiting) 
Welfare  of  Aged 

Hospitals 

Venereal  Diseases  Treatment 
Tuberculosis  Treatment 

Laboratory 


Public  Analyst 


Provided  by  Lancashire 
County  Council. 


Provided  by  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital,  Board. 

At  local  hospitals  and 
Manchester  Public  Health 
Laboratory. 

Mr.  S.  E.  Melling,  F.R.I.C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Water  Supply. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  Reports  the  present  supply 
has  reached  the  limits  of  its  capacities.  Agreement  has  already 
been  reached  about  the  acquisition  of  a bulk  supply  from  Burnley 
Corporation.  Negotiations  are  also  in  progress  with  Manchester 
Corporation  for  an  additional  source  from  the  Haweswater 
Aqueduct,  when  this  ultimately  becomes  completed. 

Housing. 

See  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report.  The  problem  remains 
very  large. 

A.  No.  of  new  houses  built  in  1950 — 

1.  By  the  Corporation,  116. 

2.  By  other  bodies  or  persons,  35. 

B.  1.  No.  on  waiting  list  for  houses  on  31/12/50,  1,772. 

2.  No.  of  applicants  known  to  be  living  in  lodgings  on 
31/12/50,  649. 
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C.  1.  No.  oi  cases  of  overcrowding  brought  to  notice 
during  the  year,  0. 

2.  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 
year,  6. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Thirty-two  (82)  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year;  of  these  25  were  respiratory  cases  and  7 non- 
respiratory. 

The  incidence  of  males  to  females  infected  was  as  follows  : — 

Respiratory  17  males,  8 females; 

Non-Respiratory  2 males,  5 females. 

Twelve  (12)  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  in  1950  and 
these  were  made  up  as  follows : — 

Respiratory  4 females,  8 males. 

Non-Respiratory  0 females,  0 males. 

The  age  groups  into  which  these  deaths  fall  can  be  seen  on 
the  statistical  sheet  on  Tuberculosis. 

Total  number  of  cases  on  the  active  register  at  31st 
December,  1950 : — 

Respiratory  males  80,  females  62  = 142 

Non-Respiratory  ,,  47  ,,  50  = 97 

239 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  641  cases  during 
the  year  1950.  There  were  23  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  412  cases 
of  Measles,  10  cases  of  Pneumonia,  123  cases  of  Whooping  Cough, 
and  21  cases  of  Food  Poisoning.  The  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
were  scattered;  no  large  outbreak  occurred. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

There  were  614  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  in  1950. 
Of  these  320  were  males  and  '294  females.  The  Death  Kate  for 
the  year  was  15.2,  as  compared  with  that  i'or  the  country  as  a 
whole  which  was  11.6. 

Heart  Diseases  headed  the  list  as  the  cause  of  death,  being 
responsible  for  238  of  the  registered  deaths.  Cancer  filled  second 
place  with  99  deaths,  and  Intra-cranial  diseases  came  third  with 
81  deaths. 

It  will  be  seen  then  that 

38.76%  of  deaths  were  due  to  Heart  Diseases. 

16.12%  ,,  ,,  Cancerous  Diseases. 

13.19%  ,,  ,,  ,,  Intra-cranial  Lesions. 

1.95%  ,,  ,,  ,,  Tuberculosis. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres),  4,418. 

Population  (Census  1931),  42,991. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  population,  mid  1950, 
40,420. 

Xo.  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931),  12,019;  (1950,  14,448). 
Rateable  Value,  £253,564. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £1,031. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  Borough  are  good.  Chief 
industries  are  textile  weaving,  finishing,  and  printing,  textile  and 
general  engineering,  etc. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  (Provisional). 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  

275 

270 

545 

Illegitimate  

9 

10 

19 

284 

280 

564 

\ 
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Stillbirths  7 5 12 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  10  12  22 

Deaths  (all  ages)  320  294  614 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  14.0 

Stillbirths — Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still) 21.0 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  15.2 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:  Death-rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths.  (live  and  still)  births. 
Puerperal  & post-abortive  sepsis  Nil.  Nil. 

Other  maternal  causes  1 1.74 

1 1.74 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. 
Illegitimate  ,,.  ,,  ,,  illegitimate  ,,  ,, 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

,,  ,,  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  (all  ages)  

,,  ,,  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  (all  ages) 


39. 
34. 
157.89 
99 
0 
0 
3 
12 
0 


TOTAL  NUMBERS  OF  BIRTHS,  DEATHS,  INFANT 
DEATHS  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 
FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant  Deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

1950 

564 

614 

22 

39.00 

1949 

652 

652 

32 

49.08 

1948 

690 

548 

23 

33.33 

1947 

710 

610 

31 

43.66 

1946 

638 

617 

25 

39.18 

1945 

570 

589 

29 

50.87 

8 8 
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1944 

567 

564 

23 

40.56 

1943 

561 

605 

17 

30.30 

1942 

508 

556 

20 

39.37 

1941 

464 

577 

19 

40.94 

1940 

387 

681 

23 

59.43 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  ACCRINGTON  RESIDENTS 


DURING  1950. 

Male.  Female.  Total 


Tvphoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

• — 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

8 

4 

12 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

1 

2 

Influenza  

3 

— 

3 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  infective  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

oesophagus  (m)  and  uterus  (f) 

— 

7 

7 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

10 

8 

18 

Cancer  of  Breast  

2 

8 

10 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

37 

27 

64 

Diabetes  

1 

4 

5 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

43 

38 

81 

Heart  Disease  

116 

122 

238 

Otlier  diseases  of  Circulatory  System... 

13 

8 

21 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

1 

2 

3 

12 


Jironchitis  

19 

11 

30 

Pneumonia  

10 

9 

19 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  

4 

1 

5 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

1 

2 

3 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  

3 

3 

6 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  causes  

— 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  

Congenita  1 malf  orm  ations , 

— 

— 

— 

birth  injuries,  etc. 

2 

4 

(3 

Suicide  

4 

1 

5 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

4 

— 

4 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

9 

16 

All  other  causes  

29 

24 

53 

320 

294 

614 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1950. 

Total  cases 
notified. 


Smallpox  — 

Scarlet  Fever 23 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous  croup)  — 

Food  Poisoning  21 

Enteric  Fever  (including  paratyphoid)  1 
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Measles,  excluding  German  Measles  412 

Whooping  cough 123 

Acute  pneumonia  (primary  and  influenzal)  10 

Puerperal  pyrexia  — 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  1 

Acute  poliomyelitis  2 

Acute  polio-encephalitis  — 

Encephalitis  lethargica  — 

Dysentery  .. 41 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  — 

Erysipelas  6 

Malaria  (contracted  in  this  country)  — 

(Abroad)  — 


Total  640 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1950. 

NEW  CASES. 


Age  Periods 
Years. 

0 

1 

5 

10  

15  

20  

25  

35  

45  

55  

65  and  upwards 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonarv 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Totals  17 


8 


2 


5 
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DEATHS. 

Age  Periods  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmunary. 


Years. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  

1 

— 

— 

— 

25  

— 

2 

— 

— 

35  

2 

2 

— 

— 

45  

2 

— 

— 

— 

55  

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  

1 

Totals  8 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 


(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  cases  21 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  Nil 

(d)  Organisms  or  other  agents  responsible, 
with  number  of  outbreaks  attributable 

to  each  Unknown. 

(e)  Foods  involved,  with  number  of  out- 

breaks associated  with  each  food  Unknown. 
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SUPERANNUATION  EXAMINATIONS. 

Medical  examinations  for  the  Corporation  Superannuation 
Scheme,  and  as  to  fitness  for  work,  are  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  An  arrangement  exists  by  which  these  may, 
alternatively,  be  delegated  to  his  medical  assistants  on  the 
County  Council  Divisional  Medical  Staff. 

The  following  record  is  incomplete,  as  it  includes  only 
examinations  carried  out  personally  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  but  it  serves  as  an  index  of  the  work  done. 


For  Local  Government  Superannuation  Act 67 

For  other  purposes  63 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION 
AND  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1950. 


Public  Health  and  Cleansing  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

ACCRINGTON. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  TWENTY-FOURTH 
Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Borough’s  Sanitary  Inspectors 
for  the  year  1950,  and  on  the  Public  Cleansing  Services  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1951,  as  well  as  a few  comments 
considered  to  be  of  some  interest. 

During  the  previous  year  the  Council  approved  an  estab- 
lishment of  four  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  addition  to  myself,  this 
number  being  considered  essential  for  the  efficient  prosecution  of 
duties  in  a town  of  this  size  and  importance.  In  January.  1950, 
however,  one  Sanitary  Inspector  resigned  to  take  up  an  appoint- 
ment with  another  Borough.  The  vacancy  thus  created  has  not 
yet  been  filled  as  it  was  the  Council’s  intention  to  appoint  an 
Assistant  Inspector,  a member  of  the  staff  who  was  then  under- 
going the  prescribed  technical  training,  and  who  would  eventually 
qualify  for  such  vacant  appointment. 
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The  Council  lias  not  heard  much  about  Accrington’s  Slum 
Clearance  proposals  for  well  over  10  years,  although  ever  since 
1939  confirmation  of  certain  Clearance  Orders  by  successive 
Ministries  has  been  patiently  awaited.  Blocks  of  property 
concerned  are  situated  in  Baxenden,  and  in  Accrington  near  the 
centre  of  the  town.  If  and  when  such  Orders  are  confirmed,  it 
will  become  necessary  for  the  Local  Authority  to  consider  their 
duties  regarding  the  need  for  rehousing. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Accrington  and  District 
Water  Board  from  upland  sources  (Reservoirs — Dean  Clough, 
Mitchell’s  House,  Burnley  Road  and  Plantation  Mill),  and  from 
underground  sources  (Altham  Borehole  and  Rishton  Colliery). 

All  public  water  supplies  are  passed  through  pressure  filters 
and  are  chlorinated.  Water  from  one  reservoir  (Mitchell’s 
House)  is  soft  moorland  (peaty)  water,  having  a low  pH  value, 
and  is  treated  with  lime  and  chalk  after  filtration  to  neutralise 
acidity.  Water  from  the  other  sources  is  not  liable  to  plumbo- 
solvency,  and  daily  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Water 
Board  to  ascertain  pH  value,  a standard  of  8.U  being  sought. 

The  Board  are  always  vigilant  for  contamination  and 
exercise  all  due  care  in  ensuring  a safe  and  wholesome  water 
supply.  Routine  samples  are  taken  by  the  Board  at  monthly 
intervals  from  every  source  of  supply,  such  samples  being 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public  Health 


18 


Laboratory  Service.  The  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  It.  Jackson,  lias 
kindly  supplied  the  information  that,  during  the  year  under 
review,  83  samples  of  water  were  submitted  by  the  Board  for 
bacteriological  examination,  together  with  7 samples  for  chemical 
analysis,  the  results  being  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950,  1.238  yards  of 
new  mains  were  laid,  such  extensions  including  provision  of  mains 
to  new  housing  estates. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  which  do  not  receive 
a mains’  supply  but  have  private  supplies,  e.g.  wells,  springs,  etc., 
is  approximately  50,  these  premises  being  situated  in  the  rural 
parts  of  the  town. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  was  further  reduced 
during  the  year,  145  having  been  converted  to  the  fresh  water 
Hushed  type. 

The  various  types  now  in  use  in  the  Borough  are  as  follow : — 
Fresh  water  closets  8,302 

Waste  water  closets  5,947 

94 


l’nil  closets 
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It  has  often  been  stated  in  previous  reports  that  the 
substitution  of  fresh  water  flushed  sanitary  conveniences  for  the 
type  Hushed  by  waste  water  is  the  principal  sanitary  requirement 
of  the  town. 

The  loan  sanction  received  during  the  year  permitted  some 
extension  of  activities  insofar  as  waste  water  closet  conversions 
were  concerned,  although  the  sum  borrowed  necessitated  some 
restriction  on  the  type  of  conversion  eligible  for  grant  aid. 

I 

It  is  now  considered  that  such  restrictions  might  be 
removed,  and  that  the  Corporation  could  encourage  this  type  of 
essential  work  to  be  done  by  making  grants  available  to  all  who 
seek  to  abolish  waste  water  closets. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Accrington  Corporation  Acts 
the  local  authority  can  require  the  substitution  of  fresh  water 
flushed  sanitary  conveniences  for  any  other  type  of  sanitary 
accommodation,  provided,  of  course,  that  a sewer  and  water 
supply  are  available.  What  is  acknowledged  to  be  reasonable  to 
request  by  law  should,  it  is  submitted,  be  financially  practicable 
in  this  instance  at  least,  subject  to  availability  of  the  necessary 
building  materials  and  labour. 


HOUSING  ACTS  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

The  following  Table  gives  a summarised  list  of  nuisances 
and  housing  defects  discovered  in  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 
and  dealt  with  by  the  service  of  notices. 
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Internal. 

Window  frames,  etc 

Doors,  dooi’-casings,  etc. 

Skirting  boards  

Boarded  doors 

Flagged  doors  

Handrails  

Fireplaces  and  ranges  

Ceiling  and  wall  plaster  ... 

Dampness  

Insufficient  light 

Lavatory  basins  and  baths 
Sinks  and  waste  pipes  .... 
Chimney  dues  


Number  found  defective, 
insanitary  or  missing 

57 

26 

1 

5 

5 

3 

15 

76 

105 

1 


17 

15 


External. 

Dustbins  and  lids  534 

Bin-shed  doors  2 

Gullies  19 

Fresh  water  closets  and  fittings  7 

Waste  water  closets  and  trough  closets...  21 

W.C.  and  coal  store  structures  24 

Drains  20 

Yard  surfaces 2 

Chimney  stacks  and  pots  4 

Eaves  gutters  14 

ltain  water  pipes  19 

Boofs  6 

Yard  walls  and  external  brickwork  9 

Pointing  or  cement  rendering  41 


1.050 


In  addition,  blockages  were  removed  from  drains  and 
sanitary  conveniences  a<  1,715  premises. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

Temporary  Permanent 
Houses.  Houses. 


(a)  By  the  local  authority  Nil  11G 

(b)  By  other  local  authorities  Nil.  Nil. 

(c)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  Nil  35 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  135 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  141) 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932...  1 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 


dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 


human  habitation  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  130 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  102 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  by  owners  Nil 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1). Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders  Nil. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit Nil. 


4. 


5. 


Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end) 

oftheyear information 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein | under 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  J this  head. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  6 


(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 


year  6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 51 


Housing  Act,  1949  : — 

No  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  existing  housing 
accommodation  were  submitted. 


NOTICES  SERVED. 


Form  of  Notice  : — 1950. 

Intimation  (preliminary)  543 

Statutory  12 


555 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  3 registered  common  lodging 
houses,  their  condition  and  conduct  being  satisfactory.  169  visits 

were  paid. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION. 

241  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious 
disease  and  the  disinfection  of  infected  articles  and  premises. 
The  following  table  gives  details  of  disinfections  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

DISINFECTIONS. 

1950. 


Rooms  of  dwelling-houses  203 

Schools  1 

Books  47 

Beds 82 

Articles  of  Bedding  526 

Articles  of  Clothing  90 


949 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

During  the  year  15  houses  were  disinfested.  Satisfactory 
results  were  obtained  by  the  use  of  “D.D.T.”  solution. 
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DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE. 

It  is  an  established  fact  that  sewers  constitute  the  main 
source  of  infestations  arising  in  surface  properties  within  the 
Borough,  rats  gaining  access  to  premises  chiefly  by  way  of 
defective  drains.  Regular  and  systematic  attacks  upon  the  sewer 
rat  have  been  proved  to  considerably  assist  in  reducing  surface 
infestations  to  a minimum.  It  has  therefore  become  a feature 
of  the  Department’s  activities  to  carry  out  a biannual  poison 
baiting  of  all  sewers  in  the  town.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
Borough  Engineer  and  his  staff  two  such  maintenance  treatments 
were  carried  out  in  September  and  March,  5,119  sewer  manholes 
being  baited  during  the  periods.  Systematic  inspection  and 
treatment  of  surface  properties  for  rats  and  mice  were  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

The  methods  of  control  adopted  for  the  Borough  were 
those  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
from  whom  grant-aid  was  available  to  the  extent  of  50%  of  the 
approved  net  expenditure  incurred. 

216  visits  were  paid  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection 
with  rodent  control  measures. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

One  gut  scraper  and  four  tripe  dressers  carry  on  scheduled 
offensive  trades  on  5 separate  premises.  The  conduct  of  these 
trades  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  is  as  follows : — 


(i)  Factories  with  mechanical  power  233 

(ii)  Factories  without  mechanical  power  52 


(iii)  Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including  works 
of  building  and  engineering  construction  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises)  Nil 
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366  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  the  conduct  of 
Factories.  In  2 instances  it.  was  necessary  to  call  the  attention 

of  occupiers  or  owners  to  sanitary  defects  or  nuisances,  in  both 
cases  the  remedy  being  applied  without  resorting  to  formal  action. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  AND  CARBIDE. 

192  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where  petroleum  spirit  and 
carbide  are  stored,  seven  new  installations  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit  being  approved  during  the  year. 


Licences  were  issued  as  follow : — 

To  store  Petroleum  Spirit 74 

To  store  Carbide  7 

To  store  Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  1 


Co-operation  between  the  Department  and  the  Lancashire 
County  Fire  Brigade  in  the  administration  of  the  Petroleum 
(Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936,  was  continued  during  the  year 
by  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Officer. 


All  premises  in  respect  of  which  new  applications  for 
petroleum  licences  were  made  during  the  year  were  inspected 
jointly  by  a Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  District  Fire  Prevention 
Officer. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

There  were  no  cases  of  contagious  diseases  of  animals 
reported  during  the  year,  and  no  notices  or  licences  were  issued 
by  the  Department.  18  visits  were  paid  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  movement  licences,  disinfection  notices,  etc. 


SAMPLING  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

(a)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Shown  below  is  a Return  of  all  samples  of  food  and  drugs 
analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
during  the  yqar. 

225  visits  were  paid  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection 
with  the  sampling  of  food  and  drugs. 


27 


Article  of 

Number 

Number 
adulterated  or 

Percentage 
adulterated  or 

food  or  drug 

analysed 

non-standard. 

non-standard. 

Milk 

58 

3 

5.2 

Ice  Cream 

6 

— 

• — 

Beef  Sausage 

1 

1 

100. 0 

Salami  Sausage 

1 

— 

— 

Liver  Sausage 

1 

— 

— 

Pressed  Veal 

1 

— 

— 

Savoury  Paste 

1 

— 

— 

Salmon  Paste 

1 

— 

— 

Potted  Meat 

1 

— 

— 

Luncheon  Meat 

1 

— 

— 

Chicken  Sandwich 

1 

— 

— 

Coffee 

1 

— 

— 

“Savormix” 

1 

— 

— 

Dried  Herbs 

1 

— 

— 

Peanut  Butter 

1 

— 

— 

Glycerine,  Lemon 
and  Honey 

1 

. 

_ __ 

Mustard 

1 

— 

— 

Lemonade  Crystals 

1 

— 

— 

Ground  Nutmeg 

1 

— 

— 

Pepper 

2 

— 

— 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

— 

— 

Caraway  Seeds 

1 

— 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

— 

— 

Sauce 

1 

— 

— 

Malted  Milk 

1 

— 

— 

Semolina 

2 

— 

— 

Batter  Mixture 

1 

— 

— 

Glycerine 

1 

— 

— 

Peppermint  Cordial 

1 

— 

— 

Gravy  Thick 

1 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

Cough  Remedy 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

1 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Spread 

1 

— 

— 

Dessert  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

2b 


Sponge  Mixture  1 

Chicken  Broth  1 

Butter  1 

Health  Salts  1 

Compound  Cooking 

Fat  1 

Marmalade  Pudding  1 
Creamola  Foam 

Crystals  1 

Pastry  Mix  1 

Ground  Almonds  1 

Palm  Kernel  Oil  1 

Teaseed  Oil  1 

Chocolate  Coverture  1 


111  4 3.6 


The  samples  ot  milk  which  were  found  to  be  below 
standard  were  obtained  from  3 separate  retailers.  In  one  case,  a 
formal  sample  revealed  a deficiency  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of 
3.3%.  A further  sample  obtained  from  the  same  retailer  was 
certified  to  be  genuine. 

The  two  formal  samples  from  the  other  retailers  were 
certified  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of  23%  and  26.6% 
respectively.  The  particular  farms  were  visited  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors  who  were  present  during  milking  operations  and  took 
further  samples.  These  “appeal  to  cow"  samples  were  certified 
by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  genuine,  and  the  two  vendors  were 
prosecuted,  fines  of  £5  each  being  imposed. 

The  sample  of  beef  sausage,  described  in  the  foregoing 
table  as  “adulterated  or  non-standard”,  contained  190  parts  per 
million  of  undeclared  preservative  in  the  form  of  sulphur  dioxide. 
The  Town  Clerk  warned  the  vendor  concerned  that  a contravention 
of  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc,  in  Food)  Regulations. 
1925-40,  existed  in  that  the  prescribed  notice  had  not  been  dis- 
played, and  requested  him  to  rectify  the  matte"  in  future. 


(b)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949. 

All  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  samples  continue 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  Department  of  Pathology,  Royal 
Infirmary,  Blackburn. 

During  the  year,  34  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  sub- 
mitted for  the  phosphatase,  methylene  blue  and  coliform  tests; 
all  samples  satisfied  the  tests. 

3 samples  of  sterilised  milk  were  taken  and  were  reported 
to  comply  with  the  turbidity  test. 

47  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  one  of  accredited 
milk  were  submitted  for  the  methylene  blue  and  coliform  tests. 
7 samples,  supplied  by  4 different  producers,  failed  the  methylene 
blue  test,  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  them. 

2 samples  of  pasteurised  milk  and  one  sample  each  of 
tuberculin  tested  and  accredited  milk  were  also  submitted  to  the 
biological  test  (guinea  pig  inoculation)  for  tuberculosis,  all  samples 
being  reported  negative. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Many  of  the  various  enactments  relating  to  milk,  dairies, 
etc.,  became  consolidated  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies 
and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  which  made  its  appearance  during 
the  year. 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

in  accordance  with  these  Regulations  duties  in  connection 
with  the  supervision  of  milk  production  on  farms  were  transferred 
from  local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
in  the  previous  year. 

Local  authorities,  however,  retained  their  duties  in  con- 
nection with  the  control  of  milk  distribution,  including  the 
registration  of  distributors. 

121  milk  distributors  were  registered  under  the  Regulations. 


(b)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  special  designations  permitted  for  raw  milk  are  (a) 
Tuberculin  Tested,  and  (b)  Accredited,  those  for  heat-treated 
milk  being  principally  (a)  Pasteurised,  and  (b)  Sterilised. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  under  the  Regulations, 


viz : — 

Dealer’s  Licence  (Sterilised)  86 

,,  ,,  (Pasteurised)  43 

,,  ,,  (Tuberculin  Tested)  26 

,,  ,,  (Accredited)  1 

Supplementary  Licence  (Sterilised)  1 

,,  ,,  (Pasteurised)  1 

,,  ,,  (Tuberculin  Tested)  1 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  1 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Slaughtering  at  the  Public  Abattoirs  continues  on  a 
centralised  basis,  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  the 
resulting  output  of  meat  is  distributed  throughout  Accrington  and 
neighbouring  towns  to  supply  a population  of  about  100,060,  the 
Corporation’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  being  responsible  for  inspection 
as  to  its  fitness  for  human  consumption. 

There  is  still  no  official  indication  as  to  the  future  of  the 
Abattoirs,  and,  so  long  as  this  issue  remains  in  doubt,  the  Corpor- 
ation cannot  bd  expected  to  formulate  long-term  plans  for 
improvement.  Expenditure,  therefore,  is  at  present  confined  to 
normal  maintainance  of  (he  fabric  of  the  buildings,  together  with 
certain  essential  improvements.  At  the  time  of  writing,  a new 
building  for  the  preparation  of  sausage  casings  and  similar 
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commodities  is  in  course  of  erection,  at  the  expense  of  the 
Universal  Casings  Company.  The  Ministry  of  Food  has  agreed 
to  finance  the  installation  of  electrically-operated  winches  and 
saws  in  the  cattle  slaughtering  bays,  and  this  work  is  also  in 
progress. 

The  primary  aim  of  meat  inspection  is  to  ensure  a supply 
which  is  safe  for  human  consumption,  and  the  public  is  rightly 
becoming  aware  of  the  importance  of  an  efficient  meat  inspection 
service.  Statistics  such  as  are  set  out  in  this  report  are  publicised 
to  a greater  extent  than  was  the  case  before  the  war — a develop- 
ment which  is  welcomed  by  Health  Authorities.  It  should 
be  remembered,  however,  that  figures  can  be  delusory  unless 
applied  in  proper  context.  For  example,  a statement  that  of  all 
COWS  slaughtered  at  Accrington  during  1950,  57.9%,  or  more 
than  one-half,  were  tubercular,  might  appear  to  justify  serious 
alarm.  It  should  then  be  realised  that  more  than  90%  of  these 
“tubercular”  cows  were,  in  fact,  affected  only  in  .some  part  or 
organ,  and  that  less  than  10%  required  total  condemnation. 

Whilst  this  example  is  given  in  order  to  demonstrate  the 
need  for  sensible  interpretation  of  figures  concerning  the  incidence 
of  tuberculosis  in  cattle,  serious  consideration  must  be  given  by 
all  concerned  to  the  possibilities  of  a reduction  in,  and  ultimately 
of  the  eradication  of,  this  disease  both  for  the  improvement  of 
animal  health  and  the  saving  in  meat  that  would  be  effected.  It 
will  be  immediately  obvious,  however,  as  shown  by  the  figures 
during  1950,  when  37.8%  of  all  cattle  slaughtered  at  Accrington 
were,  to  some  degree,  affected  with  tuberculosis,  that  eradication 
of  the  disease  by  mass  slaughter  of  all  infected  cattle  would 
deplete  the  nation’s  herds  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  impractic- 
able. A less  drastic,  and,  it  is  hoped,  an  equally  effective  solution 
should  be  employed.  Far  greater  vigour  than  of  late  is  being 
applied  to  this  end,  and  recent  legislation,  chiefly  designed  to 
provide  a safe  national  milk  supply,  will  at  the  same  time  induce 
a reduction  in  animal  disease  by  the  elimination  of  reacting  cattle 
from  dairy  herds. 

Until  such  time  as  measures  for  the  eradication  of  tuber- 
culosis and  other  diseases  become  fully  operative,  the  annual 


figures  showing  the  amounts  of  beef  rejected  for  human  consump- 
tion are  not  likely  to  undergo  any  spectacular  decline,  and  what 
would  otherwise  be  a valuable  extra  source  of  food  and  revenue 
will  continue  to  be  denied  to  the  nation. 


TABLE  I. — Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and 

Cattle 
other  than 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

inspected 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 

2700 

3151 

692 

18996 

condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

5 

8 

20 

condemned 

560 

828 

5 

1070 

Pigs 


644 


4 


43 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  20.7%  26.4%  1.9%  5.7%  7.3% 

23.8% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  cai’cases 

condemned  10  182  4 — 11 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  379  1641  — — 78 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  14.4%  57.9%  0.6%  — 13.8% 


37.8% 


TABLE  II. — Conditions  Necessitating  Condemnation  of 
Whole  Carcases  and  Organs. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

other  than 

and 

Diseases 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Tuberculosis 

10 

182 

4 

■ — 

Septic  Diseases 

— 

3 

4 

2 

Anaemia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

General  Dropsy  and 

Emaciation 

— 

2 

— 

13 

General  Bruising 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Morib  undity 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Uraemia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Immaturity 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jaundice 

— 







Pigs 

11 


1 


1 

1 

1 


Total  10  187  12  20  15 


TABLE  III. — Comparison  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Offals. 


Weights  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Offals. 
1950  1949 


Meat 

Offal 

Meat 

Offal 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

126,883 

46,118 

86,148 

37,397 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

9,094 

54.197 

13,592 

51,285 

Total  Home  Killed 

135,977 

100,315 

99,740 

88,682 

Add  Imported 

3,686 

Nil. 

1,326 

Nil. 

139,663  100,315  101,066  88,682 


Total  Weight 
Condemned 
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INSPECTION  OE  OTHER  FOODS. 

953  visits  were  paid  to  miscellaneous  food  premises  for  the 
purpose  of  examination  of  food  and  inspection  of  premises.  In  no 
instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  seizure  of  un- 
sound food,  all  being  surrendered  voluntarily-  The  articles  of 
food  which  were  given  up  for  destruction  as  being  unfit  for  human 


consumption  were  as  follow : — 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods  6,592  tins 

Miscellaneous  Glass-packed  Foods 709  articles 

Butter  40  lbs. 

Cereals  115  ,, 

Fish  206  ,, 

Fruit  962  ,, 

Dried  Fruit  33  ,, 

Macaroni  21  ,, 

Cheese  2 ,, 

Bacon  and  Ham  93  ,, 

Cooked  Meat  23  ,, 

Salt  7 ,, 

Sheep  Trotters  560  ., 

Tripe  .* 32  ,, 

Pudding  Mixture  55  ,, 

Suet  6 ,, 

Chocolate  Spread  3 ,, 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Not  very  many  years  ago  the  general  public  held  the  view 
that  the  work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  was  chiefly  concerned  with 
unfit  and  overcrowded  dwellings,  the  removal  of  refuse,  the  exam- 
ination and  testing  of  drains,  and  similar  ‘nuisance’  activities. 
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To-duy,  most  people  are  aware  that  the  question  of  food  hygiene 
occupies  a considerable  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time.  This 
development  in  relations  between  the  public  and  its  servants, 
brought  about  in  the  main  by  the  increase  during  and  since  the 
War  in  the  number  of  cases  of  food-poisoning,  called  to  notice  by 
the  press  and  otherwise,  is  welcomed  by  Health  Departments 
throughout  the  country,  because  it  means  that  their  struggle  to 
overcome  public  apathy  in  this  vitally  important  matter  is  easing. 

Judging  from  the  amount  of  food  which,  during  the  year 
under  review,  was  voluntarily  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  it  may  be  said  that  wholesale  and  retail  food 
distributors  in  the  Borough  art  alive  to  the  dangers  resulting 
from  the  consumption  of  unsound  food,  and  are  eager  to  avoid  the 
supply  to  their  customers  of  anything  suspicious.  Their  responsi- 
bility, whilst  an  important  one,  is,  however,  relatively  simple  to 
discharge  when  compared  with  that  of  other  individuals  in  the 
food  trade.  I refer  to  those  whose  employment  involves  the 
actual  handling  of  unwrapped  food.  It  is  this  section  of  the 
community  which  constitutes  such  a large  proportion  of  ‘the 
human  factor’  so  often  referred  to  in  reports  and  discussions  on 
food  hygiene.  The  food  consumer  himself,  of  course,  is  not  free 
from  responsibility.  Many  cases  of  food-poisoning  are  a direct 
result  of  unsatisfactory  handling  or  storage  of  food  after  it  has 
arrived  at  the  consumer’s  home. 

Twenty  years  ago  an  energetic  campaign  amongst  school- 
children— perhaps  it  was  considered  that  the  adult  population 
had  nothing  to  learn  in  this  respect — emphasised  the  need  for 
cleanliness  in  order  to  improve  health  standards,  and  used  the 
phrase  “Where  there’s  dirt  there’s  danger’’.  From  the  aspect 
of  food  hygiene  the  same  theme  could  well  be  repeated,  and  indeed 
extended,  for  when  considering  food-poisoning  and  its  causes  it 
must  be  realised  that  there  does  not  have  to  be  dirt  to  be  danger. 

Discussions  and  recommendations  directed  towards  the 
achievement  of  freedom  from  contamination  during  the  manu- 
facture, storage  and  sale  of  cooked  meats  and  similar  foods  are 
set  out  by  the  Working  Party  on  Manufactured  Meat  Products  in 
its  Report  published  during  the  year.  Similarly  useful  information 
is  contained  in  the  Reports  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee 
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on  Meat  Inspection  and  of  the  Catering  Trade  W o king  Party, 
which  are  also  available  at  the  time  of  writing. 

The  technical  knowledge  of  Health  Department  staffs  of 
safe  and  modern  methods  of  food  manufacture,  storage  and  distri- 
bution is  greatly  improved  by  the  study  of  Reports  such  as  those 
outlined  above.  Existing  Food  legislation,  including  the  “Clean 
Food  Byelaws’’  which  were  recently  adopted  in  the  Borough, 
though  perhaps  not  as  precise  as  may  be  desired,  gives  Sanitary 
Inspectors  the  power  to  enforce  many  of  the  improvements  in 
premises,  equipment  and  conduct  which  they  consider  to  be 
necessary  to  ensure  a safe  food  supply.  It  should  be  remembered, 
however,  that  whatever  guidance  local  authorities  may  receive 
from  the  various  bodies  studying  food  problems,  however  up-to- 
date  may  become  the  premises,  equipment  and  methods  of  food 
traders,  however  comprehensive  and  precise  the  law  relating  to 
food  may  be,  a gap  in  the  barrier  against  food-borne  disease 
remains — the  human  factor.  It  is  a gap  which  can  be  filled  by  the 
food-handler  and  the  consumer. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  50  of  the  above-mentioned  Act  imposes  on  the 
local  authority  the  duty  of  causing  to  be  buried  or  cremated  the 
body  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  its  area,  in  any  case  where 
it  appears  to  the  authority  that  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
disposal  of  the  body  will  be  made  otherwise  than  by  the  authority. 

During  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1951.  three 
burials  were  effected  at  a net  cost  to  the  Corporation  of 
£7  12s.  10d.,  the  deceased  persons  being  two  infants  and  one 
adult. 

The  funeral  arrangements  in  all  cases  were  made  by  the 
Cemetery  Registrar  in  collaboration  with  the  Department. 
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CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OE  REPUSE. 

Year  Ended  31st  March,  1951. 

REFUSE  DEALT  WITH. 

House  and  Shop  Refuse  Tons  cwts.  qrs. 

Motors 904U  9 3 


Clinker  from  Schools,  etc. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs. 

Horses  262  10  0 

Motors  240  0 0 

502  10  0 


Market  Refuse 

Horses  11  8 2 

Motors  186  13  0 

198  1 2 


Fish  and  Trade  Refuse  from 

Shops, 

etc. 

Horses  

16 

11 

2 

Motors  

374 

1 

*2 

Miscellaneous  

31 

6 

0 

Total  weight  of  Refuse  collected... 
Refuse  taken  to  Tips  


421  19  0 

10163  0 1 

2096  7 1 


Refuse  dealt  with  at  Disposal  Works... 


8066  13  0 


MISCELLANEOUS  DATA. 


1950-51.  1949-50 

1.  Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons)  10,163.0  9,949.6 

2.  Population  40,420  40,210 

3.  Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population 

per  day  , 13.78  13.56 

4.  *Method  of  Collection : — 

Horse-drawn  vehicles  2.9%  16.1% 

Motor  vehicles  97.1%  83.9% 

5.  Method  of  disposal: — 

Salvage,  Incineration  & Utilisation  79.4%  84.1% 

Tipping  20.6%  15.9% 

6.  Number  of  dry  ashpits  Nil.  Nil. 

7.  Number  of  dustbins  14.784  14,615 


*A  comparison  of  the  percentage  tonnages  collected  by  horse- 
drawn  and  motor  vehicles  illustrates  the  further  progress  made 
during  the  current  year  in  the  mechanisation  of  refuse  collection 
services.  The  complete  disappearance  of  horse-drawn  transport 
will  become  evident  during  the  year  1951-52. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

SALES. 

Year  ended  31st  March,  1951. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  £ s.  a 


f Waste  Paper  493  10  3 

1 Textiles  11  10  1 

Compressed  Destructor  Scrap..  143  5 0 

Scrap  Iron  33  5 3 


Lime  Mortar  

621 

3 

1 

Household  Bones  

3 

18 

O 

Boiled  Swill  

890 

2 

2 

Feeding  Meal  

5 

0 

Value  of  Steam  sold  to  adjoining 
Electricity  Undertaking  


6615  3 11 
800  0 0 


£7415  3 11 


*The  Incentive  Bonus  Payment  Scheme  in  respect  of  waste 
paper  and  textiles,  which  was  commenced  on  1st  April,  1948,  was 
continued  during  the  year  under  review.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  sum  of  £609  4s.  lid.  had  been  distributed  amongst  th j 
Department’s  employees,  as  compared  with  £299  Is.  Od.  during 
the  year  1949-50. 

The  receipts  from  sales  during  the  year  amounted  to  £7,415, 
as  compared  with  £6,951  for  the  previous  year.  A considerable 
increase  in  income  from  waste  paper  was  partially  offset  by  the 
continued  decline  in  revenue  from  lime  mortar,  the  latter  being 
due  to  the  present  reduced  demand  in  the  building  trades. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION— DISTRICT  EFFICIENCY. 


DISTRICT: 


Spring 
Hill  & 
Higher 
Antley 

West 

and 

North 

East 

and 

South 

North, 
Feel 
Park  & 
Huncoat 

Centre 

Total  emptyings  

133,399 

133,310 

124,328 

134.094 

83,009 

Total  tonnage  

1,867.6 

1,846.0 

1.720.0 

2,074.1 

1.632.3 

Bins  per  man  per  hour  

15 

15 

14 

lo 

9 

Weight  per  man  per  hour... 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

(excluding  weight  of  bin) 

465 

468 

426 

617 

3/7 

Weight  per  bin  (lbs.)  

31 

31 

31 

35 

41 

No.  of  bins  for  District 

3,061 

3,001 

2,933 

3,323 

2,477 

Frequency  of  emptyings 

44 

44 

42 

40 
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VEHICLE  PERFORMANCE  TABLE. 


Vehicle 

Purchased 

Actual 

hours 

worked 

Repairs 

Cleaning 

% Hours 
Running 

Hours 

Holidays 

Hours 
rained 
off, etc. 

S.  and  D. 
TE  9389 

September 

1929 

2132? 

2101 

47 

84.4 

122? 

15 

Dennis  1 
ATC  439 

September 

1935 

2 1 24  J 

65) 

47 

84.1 

272)1 

174 

Dennis  2 
BTD  22 

November 

1936 

1 151 J 

tl 192? 

26 

46.1 

1225 

4) 

Dennis  3 
ETE  269 

November 

1939 

2168? 

291 J 

43 

82.7 

116 

4) 

Dennis  4 
FTJ  18 

November 

1945 

22701 

1275 

48 

88.2 

116 

13) 

Dennis  5 
JTD  464 

May 

1948 

2393? 



61 

93.0 

116 

13) 

Dennis  6 
LTJ  528 

J une 
1950 

18874 

■r>l 

39 

94.3 

47) 

174 

Karrier  1 
FTD  769 

January 
1944  ' 

2128 

26 IJ 

48 

84.5 

754 

6) 

Karrier  2 
JTF  386 

September 

1948 

2385 

19 

51 

92.3 

116 

13) 

Karrier  3 
KTF  954 

August 

1949 

24604 

86 

48 

89.5 

1225 

33 

Lewin 
MTE  126 

December 

1950 

142 

7600;,' 

4 

19.9 

37? 

28) 

Total 

212344 

27585 

452 

82.1 

12661 

165? 

t Complete  overhaul  and  re-conditioning. 

X Repairs  necessitated  by  accident  to  vehicle. 


CLEANSING  SERVICE. 
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Percentage  of  F to  total  rates  in  the  £ | 5.68%  2.14%  1 2.70% 
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QUANTITATIVE  (SEASONAL)  REFUSE  ANALYSIS. 


1950 

Summer 

i-ol 

Winter 

Weight 

1 % 

Weighl 

% 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Weight  of  one  cubic  yard 

667 

100.0 

663 

100.0 

Fine  dust  minus  5/16"  

298 

44.6 

324 

46.9 

Fuel  cinder  5/16"  to  f" 

77 

11.6 

77 

11.6 

Fuel  cinder  over  f"  

66 

9.9 

70 

10.6 

Organic  matter  

18 

2.7 

20 

3.0 

Paper  

47 

7.1 

31 

4.7 

Metal  

39 

5.9 

37 

5.6 

Rags  

11 

1.6 

11 

1.6 

Glass  

46 

6.9 

35 

5.3 

Bone  

2 

0.3 

3 

0.4 

Unclassified  combustible  

22 

3.3 

11 

1.7 

Unclassified  incombustible  

41 

6.1 

44 

6.6 

Average  weight  per  bin  

30 

39 

During  the  last  twelve  months  or  so,  a new  road  vehicle 
combining  sweeping,  sprinkling  and  collecting  of  street  debris  in 
one  mechanical  operation  has  been  in  use,  and,  in  addition  to 
solving  the  increasingly  difficult  problem  of  labour  shortage  for 
this  particular  class  of  work,  the  acquisition  of  this  machine  has 
noticeably  improved  main  road  surface  cleanliness  in  the  Borough. 
An  order  has  now  been  placed  for  a smaller  machine  of  similar 
type  (Lewin),  intended  for  use  in  Accrington’s  many  miles  of  side 
and  back  streets,  delivery  of  the  machine  being  expected  in  the 
early  part  of  1953. 

The  Department,  with  the  encouragenieut  of  the  Committee 
and  Council,  is  endeavouring  to  discover  the  best  type  of 
mechanical  vehicle  which  might  in  future  be  adopted  in  the  town 
for  the  collection  and  removal  of  dustbin  refuse  in  Accrington’s 
particular  local  conditions.  In  this  connection  improvements  are 
being  sought  in  reducing  dust  escapement  when  bins  are  being 
emptied  into  the  vehicles;  in  easing  and  thus  speeding  up  the  act 
of  loading  by  dustmen,  and  at  the  same  time  securing  a substantial 
increase  over  present  pay-load  capacity.  Three  types,  all  of 
different  make  and  design,  previously  seen  and  examined  whilst 
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on  view  at  this  year’s  Annual  Conference  of  the  Institute  of  Public 
Cleansing  at  Southport,  will  have  been  given  a full  week’s  trial 
under  actual  working  conditions  by  the  time  this  report  appears 
in  print.  The  results  of  each  trial  will  have  been  copiously 
noted;  discussions  between  members  of  the  staff  and  employees 
will  have  taken  place,  and  members  of  the  Committee  who  might 
have  witnessed  the  trials  will  each  have  formed  an  opinion,  so 
that  by  the  time  a recommendation  of  one  particular  make  of 
machine  is  finally  put  forward,  there  can  be  little  or  no  doubt  that 
it  will  represent  the  considered  opinion  of  practically  all  concerned. 
On  the  subject  of  refuse  collection  generally,  perhaps  one  should 
refer  briefly,  though  perhaps  ruefully,  to  the  siting  of  the  humble 
but  eminently  useful  dustbin  at  modern  Corporation  houses. 
There  are  grumbles  by  Refuse  Collection  Authorities  in  many  parts 
of  the  Country,  to  the  effect  that  in  the  planning  of  new  groups 
of  such  dwellings,  scant  consideration  would  appear  to  be  bestowed 
as  to  where  the  bin  might  best,  from  all  points  of  view,  be  sited. 
Too  often,  neglect  to  “plan”  specially  for  this  seemingly  unim- 
portant item,  leads  to  excessive,  over-fatiguing  “carries”  by  dust- 
men, which  in  turn,  slow  down  collection  frequencies,  resulting 
in  excessive  removal  costs  having  to  be  shouldered  by  Cleansing 
Departments. 

As  to  Disposal  of  the  town’s  refuse,  Accrington’s  present 
“Destructor”  has  now  been  operating  for  26  years,  and  for  25  of 
those  years  the  running  and  management  have  been  my  respon- 
sibility. The  buildings  themselves  are  in  quite  good  condition, 
having  been  fairly  well  looked  after  in  spite  of  neglect  during  and 
since  the  war  years.  As  to  machinery,  etc. — revolving  screen, 
“Grab”  for  elevating  refuse,  furnace  iron  work  and  fittings,  and 
the  two  “Babcock”  boilers,  etc. — one  cannot  say  more  than  that 
they  have  given  good  service  throughout  a. long  life,  and  are  becom- 
ing due  for  replacement.  With  the  best  will  in  the  world,  there 
was  little  or  no  encouragement  during  the  late  war,  other  than 
to  squeeze  every  penny  of  revenue  out  of  this  Salvage  Works, 
whereas  nowadays,  my  principal  preoccupation  in  this  connection 
is  how  to  modernise  the  place  and  at  the  same  time  make  such 
provision  as  will  secure  better  working  conditions  and  other  normal 
evervday  amenities  for  employees,  for  a minimal  outlay  of  new 
capital.  Several  substantial  schemes  have  already  been  developed 
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on  paper  over  the  last  few  years,  but  largely  owing  to  cost,  it  is 
now  felt  that  step-by-step  replacement  of  certain  plant  and 
machinery,  etc.,  would,  in  the  long  run,  be  the  best  and  most  econ- 
omical approach.  In  any  case  time  begins  to  press,  as  the  intention 
and  agreement  is  for  the  British  Electricity  Authority  undertaking 
and  the  Corporation  to  sever  present  connections,  both  finanical 
and  otherwise,  on  the  31st  March,  1953. 

Finally,  in  the  name  of  the  Department,  I would  like  to 
thank  the  Health  and  Cleansing  Committee  and  the  Council,  for 
a continuance  of  their  support  and  encouragement,  not  to  mention 
indulgence,  during  the  year.  We  thank  also  the  Town  Clerk, 
Borough  Treasurer,  Borough  Engineer,  and  other  colleague 
Officials  and  their  staffs  for  their  co-operation  and  help.  Thanks 
are  also  due  to  Dr.  Webster,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  for  his  continued  backing  and  help,  and 
lastly,  to  a capable,  loyal  staff  and  body  of  most  willing  employees, 
my  personal  thanks  are  due. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  A.  HINDLE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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